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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-20 are pending in the instant application 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because they fail to show 
numeral "30" as described in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for 
a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. 
MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement-drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the examiner does not accept the 
changes, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specifically, in this instant the specification indicates that numeral "30" will 
indicate the "Vibrating Separatory Machine" however numeral "30" is not included on 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In section 
[041] line 3, the retainer bar is incorrectly referred to as "28". Another error occurs in 
section [052] line 6 where the screen edge strip is incorrectly identified as numeral "22" 
and in section [053] line 1, the screen edge strip is mistakenly referred to as "132". 

Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 ,6 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 , line 1 1 
states "a plurality of pockets one each said screen edge strips", when it should state 11 a 
plurality of pockets on each of said screen edge strips". Claim 6 is objected to because 
on line 2 it states "said bars preventing rotation", when it should state "said barbs 
preventing rotation". Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Waites. 

Referring to claim 1 , Waites discloses a screening panel attachment system as 
claimed. See Figs. 1-8 and respective portions of the specification. Waites discloses a 
screening panel attachment system comprising a plurality of retainer bars (14) each of 
said retainer bars including an upper face and a lower face; a plurality of spaced plugs 
(34) extending downwardly and being integral with said lower face of each said retainer 
bar; means on each said retainer bar for reversibly increasing a radial dimension of 
each said plug; a plurality of spaced upwardly extending ears (42) on said upper face of 
each said retainer bar; screen edge strips (22) adapted to be securable to screen 
panels; a plurality of pockets (68) one each of said screen edge strips, said pockets 
being configured to each receive one of said ears; and dams (82) securable to ends of 
adjacent ones of said screen edge strips. Note, it is understood that the means of for 
"reversibly increasing the radial dimension of each plug" as recited in claim one is by the 
movement of the expansion nut (48) toward the bolt head (38) which will result in axial 
shorting of the plug (34) and a coincidental radial widening. It should be noted as well 
that it can be broadly construed that Waites includes a threaded insert (235) to assist in 
the radial widening and locking of the retainer bar as described in the first paragraph of 
column four, lines 5-7. Additionally, it should be noted that the retainer bar (14) is 
recognized as having a plurality of ears (42) as denoted in Fig. 3 as two ledges of 
projection (36). 
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In regards to claim 2, Waites discloses in the third paragraph of column three, 
lines 1-3 that the retainer bar (14) includes a stiffener (55) that comprises a metal bar or 
strip that extends the length of the retainer bar (14). 

In regards to claim 3, Waites discloses in the first paragraph of column one, lines 
2-3 that the retainer bar (14) is formed from polyurethane. 

In regards to claims 4-5, Waites discloses in the third and first paragraphs of 
columns three and four respectively, that the plugs (34) are formed in the retainer bar 
(14) and that nuts (48) are engaged onto the plugs (34). It is understood as discussed 
above that the movement of the expansion nuts (48) will result in coincidental radial 
widening. 

In regards to claim 19, Waites discloses in the third and first paragraphs of 
columns three and four respectively, that the plugs (34) can be inserted in respective 
existing holes (46) of the existing C-channel (22a), which is ultimately attached to the 
rail (22) of the separatory machine. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waites in view of Gilles. 

Referring to claims 15-16, Waites discloses the screening panel attachment 
system as discussed above. See Figs. 1-8 and respective portions of the specification. 
Waites does not disclose a hole in each retainer bar overlying each plug that is 
adaptable for the passage of the expansion bolt. Gilles discloses a mounting system for 
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modular panels that includes a retainer bar (18) with openings (28), which form sockets 
(29) that allow locking pins (32) to be inserted to expand and lock the retainer bar to the 
support channel. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Waites screen panel attachment system to 
provide an unthreaded hole as taught by Gilles that could be used to secure the retainer 
bar to the rail. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to make 
this hole unthreaded so that more configurations of tools could be used to secure the 
retainer bar to the rail. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Waites. 

In regards to claim 20, Waites discloses the screen panel attachment as 
discussed above. Waites does not disclose sideboards that are engageable with the 
side panel. However, in column five lines 45-47 that the first end (84) and the second 
end (86) of the dam are attached to the sides (20) of the separatory machine. Therefore 
it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to provide sideboards to engage 
the sides of the separatory machine to lock the screen panel system to the separatory 
machine. It should be noted, that that it can be broadly construed that the ends of the 
dams serve as sideboards, which engage the side panel of the separatory machine. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tabor U.S. Patent No. 4909929 discloses an interlocking clamping system that 
attaches a screen to a rail with interlocking clamps to secure the dams and adjacent 
panels inclusive of plugs that can be tightened to serve as locking pins. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terrell H. Matthews whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5929. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571 ) 272-6951 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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